ed, 

QUERIES. 
QUERIES. 

nt Examined, | 
And Anfiwere SE RIPTOR the 
Satisfa&tion of all thofe that defire Informati- 
on in the FR UT 

che ‘By en Servant of CHR. IST; 

CHRIST? 
What is the forme of true Church ? 
00% of 

«4. What Power the Civill Magificate bas 


duly Princed in the Yeere. 1644. 
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QUERIE L 
. What arethe Materials of a trae vifible Church ? 


Abdboddtey are Saints gathered our of the 
< world by the preaching of the 

Gofpel ; thefe are the miterialls ~ 
¢ of the Charch of Chtilt , fuck 
were the Dilciples of Chrilt, who twas the cnly 
Gofpel Church then inthe World, Fob.15.19. 
chap.i7.1.4. of fuch was the Church con:poun- 
ded, AG.2. 4t. 34. 47. they that gladly received 
the Wordwere baptifed, and added to the Chyrch, 
verl.44. af that boleeved were together, vert, 47: 
the Lord added to the Church fich as fhanla be fa- 
ved : thus youfee that the materially of 2 truc 
Church, are Living Saints, Saints called out of 
thetworld,r Cor.1.1.2. living ftones 5 U Pets 2. §. 
and good reafon they fhould be fo, rhey are co 
offer up fpiriruall facrifice ‘to ‘God by 
Chrift. Termay be fome miay query, Whether it be 
nit paffible for a) true Church of Chrift'sa be coms 
pounded of ether materials then living ftoticsy 
that is Saints ?: 


Av This is che matter of  Gofpel Church 


- - 


is an old Greg 
ufed befoce shere-were any 


any 


vers4te fo thatthe word Ecclefis 
and is co be undst~ 
{toed in a fpirimuall feat, “it fignities 
bly of Szimes, called ones, A F-2.47. the Lord 
ded 10 the Ecclefis, she Affemehly char is, the 
guret | 
blyof the firft-borne, which ate written in hea- 
vérr, therefore you fhall often find in Scripture 
the Charch heaven: confilts of 
none but holy ones, neither fhould therebe any 
other in the Church here,;which is a heavertup> 
on earth, Rev. therefore thole. 
that thinke thareve » making an 


eligion, wanting the po 
it » will. make ap aChurch:-for Chri, 


| Chritt bids us, 
Search the Scripsures , Job. 3.9. and the that 


‘ 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 
much deceive themfelves, & bew bandance 


grofe fanncs mect to be 


| 
re 
if 
y 
q 
: 
h 
be 


ansy 2 Cor.s 2.25.4) 


deal Ghigno-~ 


‘a. Iebewraies a great 
in men : of underftanding the minde’ of) 


in making mens fins and‘eor- 
ruptions gules mee doe yeu’ 
thinke that the fins of Reli Lot, Holy De- 


tunefOr your-and imitation; or 
might take we fall into the fike doe, 
you: thinke the finnes: of the of 
rimth, oranydther Church in Seriptiife, are 
mentioned for our praGife thane’! 
give over mentioning 
2. 


denge’ 
feperate, 2 ‘Te. therefore ‘none 
owned as true:Materialls ‘for 
building, but chole or may for the 
prefent be taken for diving Srones , who parti- 
calarly hold forth Faith and Repentarice, that 


Dhe people in the Kingdome of Eng/zad¢ 


C4) 
Lanfwer, that tlefe were fuch at firk , as 
of faith: arid aitninig te, 
odyfor that waSrequired of-them befare they 
were baptized, fell in 
to,thele grofie finnesafcetwards they werenoy, 
when frit admiceed menitierss > 
the. Apofile is {0 farr fram: 
approying of them’, or conntenahcing them) 
in their finnes thas, hee wiiteth éxaélly for. 
a Reformation, Cor. §.1,2,3. Chap. u. 

the end. 2Cor.1 3-3 52» Thefe things being this 
confidered, we have.no ground Gr warrant xo" 
look tg the corrupredeftate of 2 Churehy to: 
make that.our exanple;but that ve may leara,! 
hence;is, 1, Thag.ccue Churches may be 
rupted , and degenerate from their firft 

2» That, it.neerly concerns Churches thus 
rupted, to remember their firlt works, arid’re 


Obs The Charch of England was a corrupted! 
Church, gherefore pom it to be reformed and 


ave neta true Church in the Gofpells account,” 
nor never were ? therefore cannot be purged,or” 
bronehs back co its firft eftate; for its firft 
was Popery, and its belt eftate Anuichriftian, 
hat is; though fecming to be for Chritt, yer 


/ 


themfelves for I deny. the whole Nation of 


hie, fo har our worke begin. 
Ob. But bere was true Cburches once baf are . 


now 14, to.reforme them, 

much corr upted. 

Thofe much miftake 


Fngland,that is, the eof the Nation,ever , 
the Church of Chrift + if ever here. 
was true Churches, a8 it is prcbable there were .. 
betore Popsry came in thele Churches: when 
the Pope attained to his Papall dignity , Who. 
knows not,but chat he chen broke to pieces the 
Churches of Saints, {he makes ser felfdrunkwith 
the blood of the Saints, Rev. 17. 6. and compells 
all to come and to worfhip her,that is, to fub- 
mit to her Power, and to that Government | 
the fets up,.and fo makes all che people Chri- 
tiansyas they terme themfelves,buc che 
they are not Chriflians,they worfhip the deaft: 
hence learne, That the power that eftablifhes 
Church Government,and compells there- 
unto, fet themfelves in. the of and 
they that fibmic unto them, worthipnat God, 
but them, Rev.13.45 

Thus you may fee who Taid the foundation 


A 4 


tQ. 
we 
| 
é 


in Waine for you toplead 
on, unleffe an Antichi 
So much concerning the par 
is the matériall caufe of a true Church , that is” 
Saints, ftower, though mean ones, difpifed 


The en to be confidered 5 is, 
what js ‘the of the Church? for 
there muft be noe only matcer, but forme, that 
is Saints united ¢ in. the Order and fel 
lowfhip ofthe Gofpel :'in handling of ehis pare 
tictiler, I thall indgavour to doe thefé 3.chings; 
firft to ‘let you fee, that the Church is to be unt 
ted and ee copecher in Order and forme. © 
2. what this Order and Forme is. 3.The means 
or way by which they are to enter into chit 
forme. 

That the Church is to be uniced and 

atted together in Order and Forn:e. Firft 
Che s Church is compared toa houte, 1 Tim. . 
3.15. That chou mighteft know how chow. 
oughteft to. behave felfe in the Honife of 
God whith Is the Church,Heb.3.6.t0 the 
ple, Now beloved,a houfe yon know 


is compacted rogether,these is not only the mar 


terjall caufe, but the tormall alfo, be ore 


| 
| 
| 
| 


be eis ane 


ber ail fited and yeady the building, | 

Of this fpiritus 
the (tones mall hewen,and the Timber 
dy fitted.as thofe fpirituall living Stones of the 

ofpels T to bu yet 
& and fitted cr, no 
more is the fj Temple and houfe of 
tim 
22. but faith the Apoftle, Lee areno more firan- 
gers and foreiners, but fellow Citizens witb the, - 
Ssimts , and'of the boufbold of Ged, and are 
built upon the Foundation of the Apofiles ana 
Prophets, FESUS CHRIST himyelfe 
being the chiefe Corner Stone in wham afl the 
building fitly framed together , igs into am - 
boly Temple in the Lord, in whom alfe 
together for as habitation of 
the Spirit, 

Thus you fee now, that, the Church of 
CHR 18 T is a Building, and a Puilding 
oa fame together fur an Habitation of 

2. The Church of Chrift is compared to a 

bod ae they are the body of Chrift,1Cor.12.. 
27, Now yee are the Body of Cli ift and 


1s 
t 


is compa coger 
ther, no 4.16, from 
whol body is | fitly joyned 
ed by that which every. j 
Col.2.1 9. thupyou fee it 
chat the Church of Chrilt is to.pe in 
Order;it is not a company of,.carnall 


on that makes a Chunchs it is nota 


ints walking ac liberty, not 
r,as fome have thought,bur thofe chat are, 
Church of to walke.in the order. 
ard fornie of thie Gofpel;the fecond chi 
onfidered,is what Order & 

this compatting together is ? ic is 1. For many, 
members to be compa& into one bady i 
12.20 they many members, yer but 
it is for many materialls to be 
pounded & compa€ted cogether into one. com 
pound and formé,as a houle,being many mater . 
es and cimber , is compacted copether, 

into one, fo that a houfe is one compound of. 
compat of many materialls , {0 is the Church 
of Chriit miny Chriltians compa into ons) 
body, into one peece of fpirituall 

The of Chriit is one in 

Chrilt they are onc-in affection , they are 
cogether in love,erowing up, & increafi 


the incrcale of God, Col, De {o they by 


* 


? 


Sree 


- 


art a living 


buildi 
[have no need of thee 


[have no ned v CBE: 


the Rule of God, ot all. 


this is God ,AG.2.47. the waya 
means of the this 
frame this building bf God-T he means 
wofold, interaal? and. extra, all’; the interpall 
meang, or working its. Godthat 
worketh all in all: het ; iniftery of his 
Word, diggs men, livin out of che dead 
quary of mankind,as A,2.3.7.38. Paul. Att.9. 
then he by the fame means fits them, and, 
prepares them for the building chat is twofold, : 
1. inabling them to hold forth ,. and manifeft 
faith turning to God. 2. Th giving willi 
heirts to fnbmicunto him,to become 
tones in the Lords building.” 2. Meanes, is. 
xtermallafter the Lord catifes them to come to 
his Church , propemnding thémfelves to be 
made one with the Saints; ewe things are then 


requis 


(9 
| ics place 


your minds; 
a renewed needs ‘be 
smanifefted Befo 

{ce 18." 


take notis of two thi 


be admitted before Baptifme, Act, 2. 41. Thy 
that gladly received the Word, were bap: ized,and 
\ then added to the Church : wee finde not i 
Scripture any looked upon as members. of the 
_ Church before Baptifme, Saul, who was alter, 

Pavl, a chofen Vefiell, yet he mutt be Baptized, | 
AE.22.16. and now, why tarrieft thou ? arifes 
baptized ; and this Chrift himfelfe fubmit 


unto, that fo he mighe all Righscoulnes, 


Jn 4 word, this truth is cpnfcfled on all 


hands, 


(12)... 
| required, 1. The manifeltation of faich and res 
pentance, 2. Baptifine. Frit, The Manifeftati- | 
on of faich and repeptanceor turning to God: 
37. chap. Bi, | 
2. Repentance or turniag from fin, to. God, 
fo the wordin the Greek fignihes Ac, 2. 
Birch, is , in this 
| fact, that. none areto 
be admitted before Baprifme;.2, That none are 
to be Baptifed, but thole that. areable to 
feft faith and wirning to God. « None are to 
| 


hands, that Bapti{me is that gives adiition ine 
to the Gharch of Chrift. . 
2. That none are to be baptiled, before they 
are able in fome meafure to manifelt faich and 
urning to God;firft, for Faith, Ce A4srk.16.16. 
bee that Beleeveth and is Baptized;and Att.g.i2. 
37.they that beleeved were Baptized, and if thou 
beleeveft with all thine heare thou For 
wening to God, 4.2.38. Repen: and be 
tifed ; fo both thefe together , AZsth. 28. 19, 
Goeye therefore and Difciple all Nations, the 
Word in. the Greek is , Mathetofate Pantate 
Ethie, Difciple all Nations, and shen Bapcifé 
them; fo that wee have no Rule cto Bap- 


tize any , till chey are Diiciples, that is, Belee- 


Vers. 


Ob. I is true, the Apoftles were fent then to 
the Gentiles, Heathens,and mere not then to Bap- 


tize any but Beleevers : bust are not the Infants of 


Belcevers to be Baptized? 

Anf. Nay 4 wee haveno rule for ic in the 
Word of God: my Argument is this , Chri- 
ftians under the Gofpell areto Adminifter 
Ss Ordinances , either from Precept or 


to it. 


ident ; wee have neither Precept. nor 
Prefident for the Baptifing of Infants ; 
therefore they cannot have any Right un- 


The 


The Propofteion is proved, Gas. 
30.6.Rev.22.18. 
"The Affamption is alfo ‘chat there is 
no Rule for Baptizing’ finfants'; If you ‘Took 
back to the Covenant of » look- 
ing that as Cc ground 3' a$ C00 
Anfwer, 1. That Circunttion 
was not a token of the Covenant of Grateto 
Abrabans nacuvall feed, it ts crue,ic was a Co- 
venant and a Tokert to “Abe sham, of his Fai 

in the prontifed feed, that fhottld come 
his Loines, Rom.4. 19. the’ Scripture 
nocevery where fay, it was afigne to Abr 
hams Poiterity, bur it was a figrie in Fell, 
till the feed cameyand indeed tt Would-be a ¥- 
ry abfurd ching for any man to conclude it, fe 
God never made a Coven rt of Grice with 4- 
brebavt, and his naturall feed therefore they 
were itot Circuniited by vertuc of the Cove- 
nant of Grace made withehent , buc ic was to 
conferve to chen the Trich ‘of this Prownile, 
tharChrit (hould:come‘of that Red. 
Now that Gad never ntide a! Govenart of 
wich Abr raturall feed , but only a3 

ranto prove ic 5 
‘Coyenant of grace is and flire to 
thaeare one: wichin he fame; but all che nati 
tall of Abraban were not faved , therefore 


| 
| 


s 3 =o 


pea 


Affemprion stowed all Abr abams 
natural (eed faved, Geni2't.i0. Gal's. 
30.Gem.25 2.352 

So.that co beleeve: thac God triadte a Cove- 
nant of Grage with-Abrabams natutall (ced, is 
contrary to the Rute of Scripturesor to beleeve 
that under the GofpelGod thith nude any 


Coyenant,is contrary both co Seripcure 


experience; Therefore beféech you leave 
off this Argument’, God doth not require you 
t0 beleeve untriths. Thns ‘both the ma- 

pr and minor being proved , the conclufion 
holds found, that frum this ground Tnfants 
have no righsei) Baptifme, to wit, by vertue of 
the Covenant ofigract Abrahams were not all 
in the Covenant ot Grace. If any fhould ob- 
jeCtthat Scriptures AG. 2.39. the Promife 
jou and your childeen.. We are co confider what 
that. Promife fs5 it is, abe giving of the boly Spi- 


“its yerli5 3.) Tce fhall receive the gift of the holy 


Spirit, promifed, Joel. 2.23. and tt 


fultilled, fo chat the fente ot the 


words run thus, the Pronii'e, te wit the Pro- 

of the holy Spirit ss you, that is ya 
them as Repentjandiall ave afyere off; that 


| (34) 
as many of them as repenit, aid 
har are afarve off, thacis Genciles, 
many of you, of your Children , of the 
| farre off, as the Lond (hall: call none elle, thet 
thall receive the Promilé, namely the 
| would be unreafonatile:; te imagine 
| Infancs are here mednt, forthey are 
fed, Infanes have to 
vertuc of the Covenant of C 
| Ere ic thus. Gofp4 Ordinances are hot t 
s Adminiftred, from lepall Tifticutiorns , or 
fegall tipes., but front Evangelicall’ Int 
ttimtion, namely of Circunicifion , ot that 
1C0r-10.2. is to. Adminitter Gofpel 
mances trons leyall tipes and Enftiencions:ther- 
fore no Rule for. us to follow che Propolition! 
prove, teaching therit to 
afd doe whacloever Lcousmand, 
Jes Gi she: Lord Go 
in all thinz:.Destt. (8.15. Now belovediip 
Adminilter,Golpel Ordinances froatlegall 
it isco preferre the Law before th 
Golpal, before’ CHRIST, the 


and 
Md acomam Gal,4.23, the his 
leer, that Infants from 
on, or Dey 1 Cor, 2 it‘isito doe, it 
from il and pessthereforethe, 
 conclufion holds, chatit is 10 no'Rale fn 
Chriitians,.. 
that 2. It tbe Bape 
toed f amilies, and in. ‘shem aight be ht be 
I Fhe Scriptures will cleare itsfee, thems 
examined; THe firit houthold,is Lydia, Afi. 
44,15. fee what this houthold was, vert. 40-; 
tt shey enired i into the of L when. they, 
bud (cen the Brethren, and sheng 5. they} 
departed : the houthold: of Lydia were Bre-. 
Ine comfo mpathertore not Infants. 
t The 2. is. the ylor, At, 33- 
this is cleer, vert, they were to pam be, 
preached the Wor duy 
ion] The 3. is Crifpus, be bee. 
ferve and all ‘A beleeved. 
The 4. is, The houthold-of Stepbantts 1Cora, 5 


1.46, what houfhold. this was, fee, 
fuch addiffed them{elves the Adiniftry, of: +h 
Thus you fee it cléered from Serfpere 
eth there is neicher Precept mor, Prefickent 
of Infants, they = 


t 


ME 
proceed to arifwer farther 
Diueries for che electing of che poitht in hand. 

'Wheeber of Beleeving Parent 
art nit Belecvers tn the G ells azconnt and fo 
aRighi to Bisprifne? 
An. They are not Beleevers in che Gofpels — 
account; Argurnént is this, That'as fiich in 
the Golpels ordei preceeds Baptifine, 
Preaching precedds Faicti, of Beleevers 
ate not capable Of preaching, the in‘tramens 
tallmeatis to beget faich, ergo, they are not 

 pable'of faith che Propodlicion I prove; thit 
Preachti¢ preceeds faich ; as the In'tean 
26. AG.2.37,38. thapt6.32. Rim:ro.1 4. 

That Childrén are nor capable of this, is 
cleet by “experience ; therefore not capable’of 
faith, which is the greater, if not the meains by 
which God works. 3.11. 

2 Oue. But are not Children ta be b iprized 
for she faith of their Parents? 

Nay for every ons fhall be faved by tits 
che Rule of che Gofpel is, ‘that 
every one (hall b: bapriz!d for his owns faich, 
children: faved far thelr Par, 

rents faith? fee this dafh’d to pieces lotiy azde, 
an 


| 

| | 

/ 
/ 


(17) 
and thevefive bave to Bapti 
An. Weare not to Adminifter 


from Gads eleStion,but from faiths manifelta- 
42.8.37-you fe by experience,thae there 
fo are more that aré’nos ele&ed, then are eleéted, 
therefore that is a very uncertaine Rule; and 
1s | God forbidsus co walke by chat Rule ; things 
fecret belong co God, things revealed,to us and 
§ our Children. 
Ob. But Children area part of the Ghurch,and 
therefore have a Right BaptifnesBph.6.1,2. the 
ga | Apoftle writes to none but the Church, and shere 
it be writes to Children. 
tl An. No Queition bur many beleeving Pa- 
. rents might have beleeving Children , pir fo 
were members of the Church, for Children in 
is the Charch are co know cheir duty co theit 
of of Parents; Churches priviledges doe not free 
by from Parents duty; and in this is the Pro- 
mile tallied ; 2. 28. itis cleer from: their - 
wd | Own ground, chap. 1.% 2. The Apottle, faith 
they, write to none but the Saintes » that is, 
iis members of che Chnech, therefore Children 
at area parc ofth: Church:Ic is crue, the Apoftle 
Writes co none but Saints, fuch’as are fiichfull 
in Chritt Jellis, thevefore thefe Children 
be Saints, fich as are faichfull in Chrit Jefus, 
noc  Tntanes; Beloved, che Bupcifm: Infints ig 
2 nog 


C18) 
gotonly unwarrantable by Scripture ; as 
4s Vaine, and £0 no pucpofe to put a {pirinuall 
Ordinahce upon a iubyedk not capable of it, 
when in the Gofpel account , none but Belee- 
vers are capable of it : It is put upon Infants 
not capableof faich. 2. Ic is vaine in refpe& of 
the end of it, thatis, to make them the Chil- 
dren of God, when the Apoftle faith exprefly, 
Gal.3.26. We are all the Children of God by faith 
in CHRIST ; and if yee are Chrifts, then are 
ye Abrabams feed. ver{29. Beloved, thofe that 
are to be baptized , fhould be the .Childrenot 
God firit , and chat gives chem a right to bap- 
tifme. | 
3+ [tis vaine in refpe& of che ground from 
whence they doe it; that is, of being in Cove- 
-nant with God; a vaine thing to thinke ,- that 
the Covenant of grace fhould be made to 
mans. natural? feed, to Infants not capable 
of that Covenant,wee feeing by daily experience 
the contrary. 

2. Asicis very vaine, fo it is very evill and 

1. It is an abfolute croffing of rhe Com- 
mifion of CHRIST , and ‘praétife of the 
Apoliles. «. The Commiilion of C H R151, 
Math. 18.19. Cheiit fith, Fisk 


(19) 
then Baptize : But wee fay and doe, 1. Baptile, 


‘and then Twenty or Thirty yeers after, preach . 


to make them Difcples : 1 wender from 
whence this Commiflion came,furely not from 


Chritt, fromthe Devill or Antichrift , or both; — 


Difobedicnee is as the fin of Witch-craft, and 
contrary to the ile of the Apoftles ; you 
never finde them Baptizing any but Beleevers. - 
2. Evill; Ir makes the body of Chrift a 
wonderfull detormed body , when there fhall 
be more members in the Ghurch that are igno- 
rant,that doe not know God, that never heard 
of Chrift, shen underftanding Chriftians; for 
the Church is the bedy of CH R15, 1Cor. 
12.27, | 

3. Evill ; C note this, ) That which over- 
throws the nature of the Covenant of Grace, 
Faith, and the Gofpel, is very evill, finfu'l and 
abominable; but the Adminiftration of Bap- 
tifme upon Infants dettroys ail thele, therefore 
fintull and abominable. 

The Propotition you will not deny I con- 
écive. Gul. 1.3. 

The Afiinsption T fhall prove; you fay, God 


hath made'a Covenant of grace with you, — 
and your feed, your feed are in the Covenant 


by birth , now the nature of the Covenanant 
of Grace runnes thus; I will put my 


lg 
it, | 
ts 
of 
are 
bat 
of 
Pp 
: b 3 w 


| ke chair’ Geek 
hath pot his law in cheir minds aking them 
a beleeving people 5 chen, God ownes 
in the Covenant, and then th 


owne God to be in Covenant with them , 
never dll then. 

2. It they baptize them from Ciseumncifion, 
that wa y. they deitroy the Covenant of Grace 
alfo,for i itis to fly from the Covenant of grace, 
which admits cf no Adminiltration of Ordi- 
nances , bue where there is a manifeflation of 
faith, to Y By back to the Covenant of Workes, 
which looks not after faith 5 but the natunall 
feed, it deitroyes taich y and fo the Gog! faith 
is matte vaine, and the Goffe! of none effe&, if 
men be in the Covenant of grace by nature 
generation : the Goffe! is Preached to work 
Faith, but no need of neither, if men are able 
to beget Children in the Covenant, ‘they need 
no Preaching nor faith, they are as chey fay,in 
the Covenant without it, and if once in the 
venant, for ever 5 therefore to baptize In- 
ants from thefe grounds, isa finfull, an abhc+ 
mineble and wicked herefy, if you fubhit init. 

. This is one of the great fupports of Anti- 
obrift,there are two great things that 


minifter Ordinances by. the, Rule of the 
Chritt preferre Adofes betoze 


. | 
dichrift: the is, The power 
Wosfhip of God, 2 Thefs.2.4. 

2. 1s denying Chritttobe come in 

3 Job.4. 3- He that denycth Chijft to bc comte 
in the fofh, isthat 
Qu. How doc denie Ghrift to be conte in the 
? 
An. They dco him firft in refofing to a 


Gofpel , by that Rule Chill hath prefcribed, 


In. preaching:to. reffe and perfwade 
ple to a Covenant ot Works, 
the’Adminiltration of Gofpel Ordinanass 
by Goffe! Rules : but allo she preaching of the 
Ge pel and free Juftification by Chit 
theworkes of the Law,is ccndemned by theab, 
Rom.4.5. :bapio.4. this is that fpiric of Anti- 
chrift the Apeftle peeks of , denying Chrift 
be come in the ficfh , hathe word antein La- 
tine, is betore,but Antiio both in. oppe- 
frien and cemmotition, fiznifiessfor that is tor 
C hriit; Aatichriftosy for Chritt fo thaeAnti- 
chiill is onethac pretends to befor Chr 

indeed is againit him. : 

How might this ferve'tds condemne not 

4 a 


| 


| 
wall Church of Exglend, but every many pards 
cular Churches,for Antichriftian, who goe on 
in the praGife of the Adminittration of Gofpel 
Ordinances, in an abfolute Antichriftian way; 
confider of it, and apply it at your leifwe. ~ 
Ob. But thas)I bave been Baptized in this 
way, wher I finde God bath wrought faith; ix it 
necefjary then to be Baptined ag size? | 
Am. Yea, for in owning your former Ba 
tifme, you own a finne,for it was not an Ordi 
wance,but a Profanation of the Name of God, 
and fo long as you maintaine that Ordinance, 
‘you maintain an Antichriftian Power,and own 
a grievous {inne , therefore that which is 
duty,is to renounce it, to be alhamed of it,and 
ro fubmit to the Rule of Chri. | 
Thus much concerning the fecoad: 


dar, the formall caufe of the Charch, with the _ 
means of being thus conjoyned together into 


body. 
3. Particular, what is the Difcipline and g¢- 
vernment ofthe Church of Chriit? 
Ax. 1. Negative.not an Epifcopall Govern 


ment by Lord Bifhops , not a Presbytt- ° 


rian Government of many, to rule over 
one. 

évery Affembly of Saints thus gathered, 
28 is before mentioned, are to cle& and to Or- 


daine 
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daine Officers, and to them Chrift hath ef- 
yen full power to performe ‘every duty of a 
Church, that is , to watch over one the other, 
to admonith onerhe other, to Cenfirre fachas 
are diorderly, in a word, to receive'in fuch as 
they. conceive the Lord hath addeds to caft 
fuch as walke diforderly , 1 Con 5.152. 
3 Theff. 3.6. 

You never read of anyone Church in Scrip- 
ture, exerciling power over cach other; you 
never find the Lord J ES US in Scripture, to 
charge any one Church to look to others,buc 
to themfelves : Now the Minifters or fervants 
of the Churches,a:e Pattors, Teachers, Ruling 
Elders, Deakons, ( Apoftles, Prophets; ) Pa- 
ftor and Teacher are to acme to the Soul , to 
feed; Rulers to looke to the Order of the 
Church , Deakons to the Poore, Ad, 20. 28. 
Rom.12.8.A8.6.2,3. 


Ob. What is meant by the Preshytery, 1Tim.4 
14. the laying on of the bands of the areieys 


tery ¢ 


Anf. Presbyteros is a Greek word, and 
fics Elders, Or Presbyterian , an Eldecth 
are the Rulers Elders,! Tim.s.17.Sa:the 


PRES BITERI A nothing cle 
in 


\ 


she Cavill Bdagiftrate bas in eftabl fring of € 


Government 


An. They have none at all; Chit is both 
Load and King of the Churches, hee hath not 
Acts irto‘any man, he is. the King of Saints , of 
Sian, 6. Rep. 

It as the frit and greateft degrees of 
Ancishriftian Tyranny, for marrto afiume 
in Spitituall things : Paw will 
not cate meate fo long-as the world {tandeth, 
_ratherthen offend the Confcience.of his weake 
Brother; whatcruelty:is this for men to.com* 
*pell che Confcience in nratter of Worthip 

ple of God are a willing people : hee wil 

ave none but thofe chat come willingly. 
‘Que. But may not the Maciftrate fet up th 
trae Religion, and compel! merto that? 

An. Nay,Chrift never compelled any,there- 
forenotthe Magiftrate, I meane the humane 
Power; ir is true, Chrift overpowers the fout 
byshis Spirit. and then men .are willing,andtil 
thenpmanisnotto meddle with them in 


rituall (hings :avec never 


| | $n Scripted, bot 
in the fame Ghurchy that one Elderthip 
old have power ewer another, bur all for 
| 
| 


| 
Ged gives Foyer to hny man to or fet no 
aChurth Goverhtient, or to compel any 
er : IF you aledpe that Scripture, Luk. 14, 
be Lord laid unio bis fexvants, out 


43.7 
ih highs gyes, and hedges, and compel them. ta 


come ns the picaning ofthat Parable, is no-~ 
thing elfe but Chrift, 3. Preflering hinfelfe 
to the Jews,they refufing,hee fends his Meflen- 
gers tothe Gentiles, to.conipell them, chat is, 
to perf{wade them by the Preaching of the Go- 
pel, to fubmit t6 Chrift ; none other compel- 
ling < and this ufe in the Name of Ged, and 
compel! aS many that way as yCucan : this 
Parable was fulfilled,4&.13.46. 
Ob. Bue if whe Ad fhesda wes fet up 
Religion by Authority, but leave it to thelaberties 
of mm, there weuld be fo many Religions and 
Opinions in the W orld, that a man Pould net 
hiow which-to follw. | 


An. Tc is very meet there fhould be many 
Opinions after fo much ignorance and darke- 


_ elle , tor the finding out of Truth ; this will 


be 4 tti¢ahs't6 ery‘all things, and to hold fait 

Thar fs good , this will be tO prove 

the fincerity of Chriftims. 1 

All the SAINTS will in the end 
meet 


mettin one glorious Truth , arid {6 by this 
meanes, light fhall breake forth, and for any 
power to fupprefle thefe opinions, they 


humane 
fer themfelyes in the roome of God ; nay, they 
exalt themfelves above God; and no queftion 
but they will quench abundance of Light, chat 
is now fpringing forth in the World; and I 
fhould Jook upon that opinion that goes about 
to fubje& all orher opinions to it felfe, asthe 


fay, none that are truly inlightned,dare afiume 
fuch a power to themfelves; who ever does it, 
it is an Argument of grofleignorance, and de- 
pride. 


But ss it meet Papifts fhould have their 
liberty ? | 


An.. Papitts are proved to be enemies co the 
Civill State, and in that particular they are t© 
be ordered by the Magiltrate , for the Magi- 


avord, for be besreth wot the fword for naught. 
Querie 


soft defperate wicked opinion of all ; I dare 


ftrateis to take order in all Civill things, that 
if anysal chough Church members Jive in grofle 
firme, tranfgreffe the Civill law, then rhe Ci- 
vill Magiftrate is to exercife the power of the 


men to affift them in this great. wor 


(far) 
Que. What fbould the Civill Magifirare doc, 
now Religion.1s , and bas beena long time core 


rupted, and their endeavour now 30 reforme 


it, and they conceive they are bercunto bound , and 
to thes end they have called an Afjembly of learned 


they doe in this condition ? 


An. Might I be thought meet, I fhould in: 
humility and {ubje&ion, make bold to pre- 
feat thefe three Words in this cafe unto 
then. | 


1. To-difmiffe that Affembly of learned men, 
who are now called together for to coniult a- 
about matters of Religion. | . 


My reafonis; Firtt, becaafe T cannot .con- 
clade, that God hath any ching to doe there 
tor them, which they themfelves might know, 
did they fearch the Scriprres; Pknowsno rule 


‘inthe Booke,of G O D for fach an, 


therefore they. cannot expelt, a Blething : 
fonie of them being. Knorvue. threaten 
others, to be 4 meanes to Imprifon thofe.chat 


are contrary to them in Judgement , chough 


godly , and theic Judgements right tor 
C H RK J S.J. 
2. Word 


‘he,wbst foould 


. & Word b, to gor on in firsduing of An- 
tichriftiaa enemies, frre as by Civill law 
they havepow-i;for chere malt by chis,or fome 
ocher msanes be a deldlation upon the Fenth 
of the Citie, Revel. 11.13. which # thinke 
to be Englatd, and thofe Dominions belong- 
ing toit, Scotland and Iretsnd; Tconceive this 
to be the time, chat che Kingdoms: is co be ta- 
‘ken fron: who thal! arife and fubdus three 
Kings, thacis, Kingdoms, {peaking great 
words, thinking to change Times and Lawes : 
but the Judgeatentc fhall tic , and take away his 
Dominion, to con ‘time it,and deitroy ig to the 
end. Dan.7. 26. therefore lee not your. hearts, 
faint, neither your hands draw back , GOD 
will tinth his Worka 
3 Word is, thac chey would give the King- 
dom: to the Siints, Daz.7.27. Aud the King- 
- dom, and the Dominion, and the arcatne(fe of the 
Kimgdome th sll be given to the people of the Saints 
of the High. Who gives. che Kingdome 
to theSaints? the Fadgemenr, chat pulls down 
the Power and Kincdome of ttic one , gives At 
to the other? Whether it be the Lord FESUS 
-immediately, or FES US by a Berti 


‘ thall not much difpute, ‘buc leave #¢ to your 


Confiderations : Only chus much take norife, 
that by th: Kingdom is nos only meanc an br- 


tern 
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ternall Kingdome, for the Saints fhall poffeffe 
that, but che fpiricuall Kingdome,and Govern- 
ment of the Church of Chrilt,to take it out of 
the hands and Power of evill men, and to give 
it to che Saints, that is,to leave {piricuall things 
to the Confcience of the Saints, and the power 
of the Lord Jeius rulingin chem, & over then. 

My dearly Beloved, and much honoured in 
the Lord, fuppofe you fhould fer upa forme of 
Di(cip'ine, and it were never fo neere to the 
Rule of God, 1. You cannot conpell wicked 
men to it, they have no right to Church Ordi- 
nances, by che Rule of Gods Word , and tor 
godly men, it you mile never little of tlic 
marke, the Rule; nay,if youdoe not miffe one 
jot of the Rule, if ic were poffible it might be 
fo : ifa gracious tender Spirit {Cruple never fo 
lictlasO how hardly dare he co fubmit unto it,” 
and fuppofe he fhould not dare fubmit our of 
tenderneffe of confcience, O how hardly could 
you any penalty upon fuch a one, fearing 
letin wronging him,you fhould wrong Chritt, 
Chritt raking every wrong donc to his little 
oncs,as done co himfelfe; when they goe to 
Prifon hee #9es to prifon with them : and thus 
have I endeavoured briefly to difcover my 
thoughts concerning thefe particulars, foremen- 


tioned; the Iffuc I leave to the Lord. 
FINI] S. 
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SOME GOSPEL’ 23 


CATACHISTICALLY 


‘Laid downe, explained 


and VINDICATED, 
FOR 
The benefit of fuchas areweary of 
their own heart, confcience, mind, will, 
affe&tions, thoughts, words and works, 
that are all corrupt, impure, and imper- 
fe&, a very plague, 64.6,Gen.6.6. Kom. 


7. Pbil.3.7. Pfal.73.24.25. 
AND 


| Sheweth where they have a heart ( thats 


| 


pure, perfect and permanent) conference, minde, | 
will, attect:ons, thoughts, words and works, that 
will comm end them to God, and ftand them inh 
ltead here in the difmalleit times that can befall a 
Chriftian, and beare them up in the faddeft condi- 
tion, {treiphts .or exigencies that can befall] them, 
Pfal. 72 3-25. Adarhe 1 Tim.3.9. 
Tim. 3.9.16. 
othe Adinsfivy of the fanh im a pure con{céence, 


Allowed and Licenced by Authority. —__ 
London, Printed by ALstthew Simmons, 


dwelling in Alder fgate Strecte- 164 7- 


| 
| 
| 


